" COMMUNICATIONS.
SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Gexriemes: When you published in your paper of
April 25th sn article from my pen, | Impostupes
and Delgsions,” 1 did not anticipste or indeed contemplate
the necessity of again touching on the subject; mOr was
1 induced to say any thing more by the deauncistory lan-
gusge contained in the singuler letter of Mr. NaP. TavL-
wavoE. But & still more recent paper in your journal of
the 12th instsat, from s judiclous pen, in which wy mesn-
ing has been misinterpreted, venders it & duty to myself
to add s few words in explsnation. It appears that your
correspondent from. Tallahassee. snd some of his friends
bave concluded, from some passage in wy former paper,
that ] am under the impression that ‘*there does proba-
bly exist in man & power or agency to move certain in-
snimatebodies, with which he is in contact, without the
exertion of muscular foree or amy other hitherto known
Po‘"o” L

On observing this misapprehension of my mesning—
for such it certainly is—1 carefully re-read my original
communieation, without being able to discover from what
paseage he deduced his opinion of my entertaining such
s belief. .

1 certainly do not helieve, nor did I intimate such be-
lief, 5o far s I can perceive, that there probally does ex-
ist, much less that I have ever seen, any such force as
that described by Mr. Simmons as the odie power ; though
I have met persons of average intelligence, though not, 1
think, persons possessing nice powers of discpimination,
or peculiar fitness for the investigation of delicate ques-
tions, who.do believe that they have seen instances of
some such hitherto unknown sgency.

Not desiring to lay myself open to what I should con-
gider o just censure for blind prejudice snd obstinate
self-opinion, I did not think proper to deny, nor do I now
refuse to admit, the possibility, however improbable, of the
existence of some powers similar to that attractive agency
by which particles of steel are drawn to the magnet, or
fragments of paper to & bead of amber warmed by frie-

_tiop, in certain highly nervous temperaments, under
perhaps some abnormal conditions, by which inanimate
bodies may be set in motion. To deny the possibility of
such a force existing, only because I cannot prove or do
not believe in its existence, would be ns unphilosophicul
a8 it would have been to deny the possibility of steam
possessing motive powers, or electricity attraction, he-
cause it was not then knewn that they did possess such
forces. I do not belicve that such a power exists, because
1 have seen no evidence that it does exist; but I cannot
conceive it to be any more impossible that such might
be than it is impossible for the earth to attract o falling
apple or the sun a rotating planet. T hold it, however,
sound philosophy to reject all inferences of supernatural
or hitherto unknown agencies drawn from facts, however
positive, which are capable of explanation by known or
natural causes.

Collusion and expert juggling can be made to effect
almost any thing; and I have myself seen things done,
by professed performers of legerdemain, infinitely more
difficult of explanation than any thing that is even alleged
to have been done by mesmerism or clairvoyance.

And althongh I believe that certain conditions of mind,
combined with a pewerful will and great physical and
moral power, do possess influences sufficient to cast other
temperaments of. l:ighlz nervous, highly excitable, and
quasi hysterical natures into a comatose state, analogous
to the somnambulic eondition, which is called the mes-
meric state ; and although 1 will not positively refuse my
doubtful assent to the proposition that the weaker tem-
perament may possibly, while in such state of unnatural
and aboormal coma, be so far influenced by the stronger
will of the more puissant mind as to reflect its thoughts
to the exclusion of its own, to be impressed with its con-
victions, perceive and know and even declare what it
knows—which yet I do not believe—I do no more believe
that either mind can arrive ot facts previously unknown
to either, penetrate the secrets of the future, see into the
interior of the human frane, speak or interpret nnknown
tongues, read closed books or converse with friends
in distant lands, much less with the souls of the departed,
than I believe that the soul of man can be divorced from
its earthly tenement, descend into the abysses of hell, or
goar into the beatitudes of eternity, and sfterwards re-
turn into its living body and walk again the earth in its
sccustomed form and feature.

That, under certain conditions, the mind has strange
sboormal workings is an undeniable fact. I have myself
known two instances where grown-up persons, on awak-
ening from the oblivion and delirious dreams of typhus
fever, have entirely lost the use of theirown familiar lan-
guage, and re-ascquired avother, known in early youth,
but ir the interim absolutely lost and eradicated from the
mind. :

The case of the uneducated Scottish maid-servant, who,
after waiting for*years on a learned divine, was suddenly
found, when in somnambulic trances to which she was
linblg, to possess un sceurate knowledge and correct
enunciation of ancient Greek, of which when nwake she
was totally ignorant, is well known. It created extreme
wonder, and was long regarded as an inexpleable pheno-
menon, till it wae explained waturally by the discovery
that this apparently unaccountable knowledge of o dead
Janguage in o peasant who could neither read nor write
was limited to the parrot-like delivery of phrases and
passages from the Greek Testament, which she had
unconsciously picked up by ear from the recitations of
her master, but of which she had no memory while in the
patural condition.

Again: the fact is well known that epilepsy is conta-
gious through the agenoy of involuntary hysterieal imi-
tation, and that persons of weak and highly nervous tem-
pers, especially the youngand physically weak, if brought
in constant contact with epileptic patients, will speedily
become themselves epileptic.

Yet again; it is well known that epileptic and eatalep-
tic persons are susceptible of education while in their
sbnormal state, and may be taught things which they
will perfectly remember and resort to when they again
return to the abnormal, but of which they have no me-
mory or knowledge in the normal condition. Thisknow-
ledge was actually reduced to disbolical practice during
the persecutions of the Huguenots and the fanaticism of
the Cevennes, by one du Serre, who, by hideous and hor-
rible contrivances, superinduced a cataleptio condition in
great numbers of hysterical and nervous children, edu-

~oated them to the knowledge of the denunciatory toxts of
the Old Testament in Greek, Hebrew, and Arabie, and so
caused them to be received as inspired prophets, commu-
nicating with the unknown world,

Once more : it is known that éataleptic persons, luna-
tics, and nervously phrenzied patients of many kinds, ne-
quire during their ncoesses physical powers, both of doing
and suffering, infinitely superior to any strength they
may naturally possess,

A certain sect of religious fanatios in France, which it
was found necessary to suppress by the strong hand of

the penal law, 8o fearful were their orgies, and so rapidly | We must strip the monster of the gossamer veil which con- |
did the contagion spread, could ncoomplish feats, espe- | geals ita hideousness. This can onlyjbedone by using the |

clally of distortion, contortion, and muscular force, and
endure the infliction of blows and wounds while in the
erisis, which were utterly impossible and would have
produced instant desth at snother time. One wretched
woman remained for hours in n state of cataleptio rigor, |
her body forming an arch with the ahdomen upwnrd,
supported on the head and feet, and endured an ineredi-
ble number of blows with a heary club on the pit of the
stomach, which left no traces on her frame ‘or on her |

prompt scquiescence to the

jargon and eries of weak-minded, neryous-bodied,
cataleptic or to the jugglings of impostors, who
“ play ‘tricks before high beaven" for filthy

luere, would be ridiculous indeed were it not too deplo-

What minds must they be, and how constituted, who
‘cannot believe in the soul's immortality when voushed
for by the word of God himself, sustained by evidences
the most unimpeachable, yet assent quickly to the tricks
of vulgar, ignoraut, low-minded, feeble-witted mediums
or impostors such as the Messrs. F. & Co. of Rochester!

It was no man's word who declared, “ If they hear not
Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead.”

Thus much in explanation in regard to your correspon-
dent from Tallahassee.

In reply to Mr. Tallmadge, I have only to say that he
grossly misrepresents me when he says that I am of a
temper or wrote in a temper which would invoke  the
Salem Hangings” and *the Fires of Smithfield,” the
which no one can more thoroughly abhor and detest thanl..
That legislative ennctment is needed to restrain, by ab-
golutg prohibition under the heaviest penalties, the im-
postures and fanatical delusions practised in the circles, 1
believe, and believe also that I shall soon see such re-
sorted to.

For my assertion that the effect of these things was to
subvert the authority of the Bible, and annul not a sect
or seets, but Christianity itself, T have virtually Mr. Tall.
ymadge’s and his friend Mr. Bimmons’s own authority in
the words italicised in the letter of the latter gentleman:

“ Whatever of Divine fundamental ‘pﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂg absolute truth,
and essential righteousness there i in the Bible, §e. will stand.
It cannot be done away. On the contrary, it will be corrobo-
rated and fulfilled by spirit manifestations.”

If this mean any thing at all, it means that whatever
in the Bible is not confirmed by spirit manifestations is
not the truth; and, consequently, that whatever, more
or less, even to the whole of the Bible, the spirits—that
is to say, the interpreting mediums, be they deluded de-
votees or daring impostors—choose to deny, i¥ not the
truth, nor hath in it any Divine fundamental principle or
any essential righteousness. If this be not virtaally an-
pulling all Bible autbority, and striking at the very root
of christianity, which assumes the whole Bible to be one
great immortal truth, I know not what it is, nor what
force there may be in words., To me these seem rank
biasphemy. Asto what Mr. Tallmadge iz pleased to call
my ancers at the decision of Judge Edmonds, I have only
to reply that I uttered none. 1 merely stated that it was
rumored—and it iz rumored widely—that the gentleman
in question has consulted spirit manifestations in regard
to his decisions. As to the same gentleman’s probity,

tracted from them. In no case of hallucination or mono-
mania is it important to adduce sanity on other points
as & bar to the plea of particular insanity on one point.
If Arago or Sir Issac Newton, Lord Bacon or Talley-
rand had believed themselves to be Alexander the Great,
Zoroaster, or the man in the moon, their splendid parts,
in other relations, would have availed them nothing to
establish themselves sane men in the eye of the law. 8o
must the question stand in the present instance.

As for my being so far behind the age as to disbelieve
in mesmerism and clairvoyance, I have only to confess
my rejoicing that I am infinitely behind it, on these ns in
many other questions of progress, and my conviction that
my dishelief is shared by all the soundest Christion minds
of all nations and all ages.

For my intelligence or talents I am in no wise answer-
able, They are as nature gave them, and I have improv-
ol them.
those of others. * #* #

As for the cry of persecution, I anticipated that it would
beruised inreply, and, alluding to that expectation, stated
my opinion * that it is better to risk the charge of giving
it"—the spiritunl manifestation party—*‘a temporary
stimulus by allowing it to constitute itself s persecuted sect,
than to permit it to diffuse itself more widely ;" and from
this opinion no argument I have thus far seen has tended
to divert me. I have only to add that if you desire to
use it my name is well known to you, and wholly at your
servige. .

SPIRITUALISM.—ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

To the Editors of the Nativnal Intelligencer.
- Canunivos, (Mass.) May 14, 1853,

sponding to the communication of yeur Tallahassee cor-

space can be granted me in your columns to make such
response. The gentleman himself cannot have seen, nor
can any one else have seen, with greater pain than I have
the wide-spread contagion of the Spiritual Delusion; nor

evils which have resulted from its spread—the insanity,
the lost peace of mind, the denial of the Dible as the Boo
of God, end all the foul-mouthed blasphemies and thou-
sand and one erude and undigested fancies with which it
has filled the hearts and heads of those who are so weak
of julgment as to be captivated by it.

Being, moreover, s native of the SBouth, and expecting
soon to return to her sunny shores, I am but the more

found its way to her quiet homesteads, and is now shaking
its ghastly locks upon the very thresholds of ber citizens.
While it was confined to New England 1 did not qppre-
hend so great danger from its spread; for I was well
aware of the nature of her citizens, and of their fondness
for higher laws than the ensctments of human tribunals,
or even those penned by the fiuger of the Everlasting God.
I well knew that their fathers had been =0 before them,
and that they, as dutiful children, ever followed the foot-
stepe of their worthy progenitors of witcheraft memory.
Enowing this, 1 could not well be surprised to see the de-

| Cotton Matber, and casting aside the somewhat antiquated
title of witch for that of medium, in order to meet the
etherinlized tastes of the nineteenth century. Dut, now
that the cool-headed und placid-minded citizens of the
South are hecoming the dupes of these modern gommuni-
cants with the devil, I am reluctantly forced to contem-
plate the enormouff evils, the great social and moral de-
rangement, which must inevitably result from permitting
such » monster of absurdity to stalk in our midst, un-
shorn of it gorgon locks, which turn reason and common
sense into stone, and make the immortal part of man bow
down before its shapeless hideousness, and give to itself
that adoration due only to the Father of Bpirits. But,

tion from Tallahassee, I must say that this delusion i=
{ not to be stayed by penal ennctment or the interference of
of civil power. Did we pursue such a course, the shades
of the unfortunate vietims of death for conscience’ sgke
| in wvery age would rise up, like the murdered Banguo,
and cry shame ! shame ! And our descendants a hundred
years hence would look back and blush for ue, as we now
blush for our fathers of the middle ages. No, no! it will
| not do to attack this modern delusion by the Legisiature.

| weapons of reason.
| thing, and never will.
Now, the first inquiry which presents itself to us, when
we contemplate the spread of the belief in the so-called
Spiritual Manifestations, is, what has induced it® 1 an-
swor as follows: When the manifestations began to be
first developed it was said that the whole was a sham, a
honx : that the raps were produced by machinery, or the
connivanoe of parties desirons to perpetrate a fraud upon

Persecution never yet effected any

talents, and acquirements, no one disputed them or de- | o

I have neither boasted of them nor sneered at |

Gestiemes: If I may be indulged the privilege of re-

respondent, I shall be under many obligations to you if

can he deplore more than myself the long catalogue of

deeply pained that this worst of all delusions has at last |

soendnnts of the Puritans new-fashioning the dogmas of | on her lap. No change, however, was produced. The

with all due deference to the suthor of the communica- |

mind after recovery. This fact iz incontestable; nor | the public. ** Humbug,” cried some; and the learned
was the case solitary. Exhibitions of a similar natare | professors of philosophy and natural seience eried out
are commion ‘n oriental countries, where Hindoo or Bsod- | treason,” treason against the established relations of
hist devotees endure tortares for hours, entirely unfelt | matter! In their wisdom they were unwilling to ncknow.
during their inflictions, the agony of which wonld be in- | ledge that matter might possess mew relafions of which
tolerable during any other state of the mind and body. | they were entirely ignorant. They were too muach en-

Clesrly nnalogous to these, nnd of & similar if not the ’pmsed with the contemplation of ‘thdr own greatness to
same nature, are the spiritual manifestations, and if not— | acknowledge that there might be thingsin both heaven and
as 1 am inolined to believe they are not—in all cases | earth which they had nover dreamed of in the desp sleap
wholly an imposture, wholly highly contagious and | of their folly. Wimt, then, was to be expected from the
disensed condition of the nervous system and the mind. | whole subjeet being thus ignored on the part of cultivated

The iden that persons who refuse assent to the sublime | science ! Just such results as have followed, and which
truths of the law, the prophets, sad the words of Jesus | we daily witness. When men found that the raps were

produced without - connivance, (a8 they undoubt-
edly are,) having been taught that seience could
not accoust for them, they were forced to refer their pro-

dugtion to & _pgency. And this they did, and do,
lﬂﬂlﬂrﬂh‘ its palpable absurdity stores them in
the fuce, and puts their reason and common sense to the

blush. -

In this your Tallahassee correspondent is willing to
agree with me. But he goes further. He says that it is
equally sbsurd to attribute the rappingsto a new agent—
apower hitherto unknown. Here [ humbly beg leave to
differ with him. I think that such & power does exist,
and that it is evolved in the fable-tipping experimgnts,
Now, your correspondent acknowledges that he is wil-
ling to be convinced of the existence of suth a power if
adequate proof canbe given of its reality. Ithink I can
give him such proof, or rather proofs, for they are many.
But, as I must necessarily be brief in a communication of
this character, I shall only state one or two, which are
indisputable, snd cannot be gainsaid, as regards the
facts therein contained; for they have come under the ex.
amination of the first philosophers of theage.

I shall first present a case which was examined before
M. Arago, President of the Paris Academy of Sciences.
It will be found related in the  Nightside of Nature,” by
C. Crowe, and also in the * Courrier des Etats Unis,” in
which latter it was published at the time of its oecurrence.
Taking the two versions together, wu have the following
history of the case, as reported by MM. Arago, Tangier,
and Goujon, to the Paris Academy of Sciences, on the
16th February, 1840 :

* Angelique Cottin was & pative of La Perriere, aged
14, when, on thie 15th of January, 1846, at eight o’clock
in the evening, while weaving silk gloves at an oaken
frame, in company with other girls, the frame began to

rk, and they could not by any effortd keep it steady,

t seemed as if it were alive; and, becoming alarmed,
they called in the neighbors, who would not helieve
them, but desired them to sit down and go on with their
work. Being timid, they went one by one, and the frame
remained still till Angelique approached, when it recom-
menced its movements, while she was plso attracied Ly
the frame ; thinking she was bewitched or possessed, her
parents took her to the presbytery, that the spirit might
be exorcised. Thecurate, however, being a sensible man,
refused to do it, but get himself, on the contrary, to ex-
amine the phenomenon, and, being perfectly satisfied of
the fact, he bade them take her to a physician.”

After her consignment to the physician by the priest,
the ““ Courrier des Etats Unis ” proceeds to say: ¢

* The physician, with the father and mother, brought
Angelique to Paris. M. received her, and took
her to the observatory, and in the presence of MM. Tan-
gier and Goujon mnde the following observations, which
were to the Paris Academy of Sciences :

““1st. It is the left side of the bedy which appears to
acquire this sometimes attractive but more frequently
repulsive property. A sheet of paper, a pen, or any

tgar light bog;nbehg placed upon a hfble, if the young
girl approaches her left hand, even before she touches it
the object is driven to a distance as by n gust of wind.
The table itself is overthrown the moment it is touched
by her hand, or even by a thread which she may hold
in it.

# 2d. This causes instantaneously a strong commotion
in her side, which draws her towards the table,

“3d. As had been observed, the first day if she at-
tempted to sit the seat was thrown far from her, with

with it.

*4th. One day a chest, upon which three men were
seated, was moved in the same manner. Another day,
although the chair was held by two very strong men, it
was broken in their hands.”

And thus does M. Arago go on in his enumeration of
the phenomena of thie case, until he has numbered thir-
teen., And yet there is hardly one of the whole thir-
teen which any man at all acquainted with the laws of
electricity would for a moment hold to be produced by
that subtle agent. Then, if it is not electricity, what is
it? M. Arago concluded that it was the workings of a
new agent entirely unknown to science; and Dr. Rogers,
of Boston, speaking oun the subject in his excellent work
on the * Dynamic Laws and Relations of Man,” says:

“The great fact demonstrated by the case of Ange-
lique is, that, under peculiar conditions, the human organ
ism gives forth s physical power which, without visible
inatruments, lifts’' heavy bodies, attracts or repels them,
according to a law of polarity, and overturns them.”

There are many other cases which I could cite equally
well authenticated, and having been under the inspection

of this new physical agent, and its power to produce like
results to those above related. DBut I must hasten to the
other case which I wish to memtion, establishing beyond
contradiction the power of this same agent to produce
the phenomena of sound.

was published at the time in the Newark Daily Adverti-
[ ser. The phenomena made their appearance in the fami-
ly of Mr. Joseph Barrow, comsisting mostly of unusual
sounds accompanying a servant girl:

* The first sounds were those of a loud thumping, ap-
porently ngainst the sides of the heuse, which commenc-
ed one evening when the family had retired to bed. The
next evening it commenced at might fall, when it was
ascertained to be mysteriously conneoted with the move-
ments of & servant girl in the family—a white girl about
fourteen years of age. While passing a window on the
stairs, for example, & sudden jar, sccompanied with an
explosive sound, broke n pane of glass, the girl at the

same time being seized with a spasm. This of course
very much alarmed her; and the physician, Dr. Drake,
was sent for, came, and bled her. The bleeding, how-

ever, produced no apparent effect. The noise con-

as before at intervals, wherever the girl went,
each sound pmdncin& more or less of a spasm ; and the
physician, with all the family, remained up during the
night. The circumstances were soon menj]dy spread
through the neighborhood, and have produced so much
excitement that the house has been filled nod surround-
ed from sunrise to sunset for a week. Every imaginable
means have been resorted to in order to unravel the mys-
tery. In order to ascertain more satisfactorily that she
disy not produce it voluntarily, among other experiments
we pluesr;nr on a chair on a blanket in the centre of the
room, bandaged the chair with a cloth, fastening her
feet on the front round, and confining her hands together

| thumping continued as before, except that it was not
| quite so0 loud. The noise resembled thai which would
be produced by stamping on the floor with a heavy heel,
yet she did not move a limb or musele that we could dis-
cover. We also placed her in the doorway of a closet in
the room, the door heing ajar to allow her to stand in the
parsage. In less than one minute the door flew open as
if violently struck with a mallet, accompanied by such a
noise as such a thump would produce. This was repeat-
ed several times with the same effect. There is certain-
ly mo deception in the case. The noisc was heard st
least one hundred yards from the house."”

Methinks these two cases are precedents enough to
prove to your Tallahassee correspondent that there is a
“new agent, a power hitherto wunknown.” 1f these nre
| mot, however, there are n great many more which I could
cite which might perhaps be of even stronger authority.

ut I eannot trespass so far upon your readers as to give
| them here. 1 would ndvise all who are skeptical on this
] subjact to read Baron Reichenbach’s Dynamies of Mag-
| netism. That work wne published before the spiritual
| rappings were heard of; and in it the great philosopher
| endeavors to prove—ay, I might almost say, does prove—
| that there is a mew jorce more subtle than magnetism,
more powerful than eleotricity. That foree he has nam-
ed “Od" or **Odyle,” as it is more frequently ealled.
Nor is he the only great philosopher of modern days who
| bas adopted the theory. About the same time that Reich-

enbach was making his experiments MM. Thilorier and

Lafontaine laid before the Paris Academy of Sciences a
| paper, in which they endeavored to show the evolution,
| from the nerve centres, of a force differing from magne-
| tism and eleotricity in many essential particulars, and
| yet partaking of the character of both these agents.
They found—

“ 1st. That, like electricity, this force was transmis-
;lt-la through the medium of a copper mine to a distance ;

ut—

w24, That, like magnetism and unlike electricity, it
war algo transmiseible through electric non-condugtors,

About the same time also Mathucei discovered his
Anomalons Agent.  And here with him and all the others
meets Prof. Faraday with what he was pleased to call the
Dis-maguetic Current of Electricity. And these all, too,
adyanced their ideas, and published their experiments,
which went to uphold these jdens, before thespresent
spiritual manin bad ever been wrapt i its awaddling
clothes,

Now, must we reject the learning and the experimonts
of those devoted to science to follow the whime and

such force that any person occupying it was carried away

of the greatest minds of the age, to prove the existence |

maudlin fancies of aged grandmothers, or the flippant
vagaries of youthful patrong of the band-box and wor-
shippers of Iace snd ribands? Must we denpunce these
men, whom the hoar of many winters has rendered vene-
rable, and whom much study und thought have made de-
serving of being heard, and yield an attentive ear to
those weak-minded ex¢uses for manhood, who would bave
us believe that we can call up the spirits of the great
and good from the sleep of a thousand geuerstions, snd
that they will come at our call 7 O never, never ! unless
we would stick an ase’s appendages to our heads, and,
giving up the great reason, would herd with the beasts
of the field and share the husks with the swine] True
it is that the ideas of these philosophers are new snd
strange to ug; but every thing is new and strange until
we have made ourselves familiar with it. I need not re-
fer to the past to prove this; and remember that what is
now present will one day be past. No; we must not re-
ject any thing because it is novel. * Onward” isnow the
tulisman which i3 to work for us miracles, greater even
than those worked by the wonderful lamp of Aladdin,
The waters of human progress ean never again stagnate.
We have hardly rid gurselves (indeed, we have not) of
the noxious damps and deadly exhalations which their
long stagnation through the dark ages prodaced ; ‘and it
is not to he expected that we will again suffer the dark
weeds of superstition to grow up, and the. loathsome
slime to cover the face of the waters, which we can ever
keep rid thereof by agitating them always with the di-
vine breath of the god.like reason.

But I must stop. I crave your pardon, gentlemen, for
this long communication. It is much greater in length
than I anticipated it would be when I took my pen to
write it down. If you think the communicution anwor-
thy toappear in your columns, you may feel assured that
I would take it ag a favor for you to suppress its publi-
cation. If, however, you may imagine it to be of any
pdvantage to any one by giving it a place in your jour-
nal, you will confer a favor upon one who honestly de-

PARIS CORRESPONDENCE.

Panis, May 2, 1863,

I used to distrust the British Government and peo-
ple, snd thought that it way with them the United
States would ultimately have to emguge in & strife
mortal to one or the other, My present impressions are
widely different. Dispositions sad views are not the
same in Great Dritain, The universsl sense of u vast
enlargement and irresistible ndvances of American pow-
er; the indefinite extension and multiplication of mutual
interests; the more frequent, various, and intimate per:
sonal intercourse ; the religious, literary, and solentifie
intercommunion ; the effects and facilities of steam na-
vigation ; American importance with the world at Jarge;
the new sympathies and ties resulting from the prodigious
emigration, and the progress of the Democratie element,
spirit, influence, and tendencies in the British political
and social system—these and other salient changes have
begotten general good will, a rule of concilintion, a gene-
ral carnestness for the perpetuity of relations and feel-
ings such as become cognate races and institutions, and
a common acknowledgment of the precepts and ends of
Christianity. We may subjoin the agency of a succes-
sion of Ministers Plenipotentiary like My, McLane, Mr,
Rush, Mr. Everett, Mr. Baneroft, Mr. Lawrence, and
Mr. Ingersoll, who could ingraticte themselves and their
country with all parties and classes, by their epecific in-
dividual merits, the singleness and rectitude of their of-
ficial conduct, and the cordiality of their amicable profes-
sions and urbane manners. Mr, Buchauan, being of the
same sehool of gentlemen and diplomatists, with a libe-
ral, expansive patriotism, will render similar and equal
service. Mr. Everett, in his very able and comprehen-
sive survey, before the Senate, of the Central American
question, a8 the Niearagua d‘iai:ute may be styled, has
continued his salu work by his direet testimony to
* the cardinal principle of the poliey of the British Go-

vernmeént—a mutually beneficial, peaceful intercourse
with the United States,” and to the fact that * there is

sirew to gee his cuanliymeu freed fiol UVery trammal
which would bind them down to the wheels of folly, and
cheying no spirit bat the one Eternal Father of us all,
and those whom he has authorized to command us.
Respectfully, yours, D. R. HUNDLEY.

NOTE BY THE EDITORS.

The writer of the preceding article, being evi-
dently a gentleman of high literary attainments,
having ratified by his proper signature his reasoning
on a much-mooted question, has entitled himself to
the courtesy of a fair hearing, and to a judgment
aceording to the merits of his argument.

Having ourselves certain fixed opinions upon this
subject, which are not likely to be shaken by any
| paper testimony, we have no idea of entering into
| an argument with any of our correspondents on this
and its correlative questions.

Our Cambridge correspondent having, however,
referred to a case reported, upon the most imposing
philosophical authority, to have oceurred in France
some nine years ago, and our information upen the
subject having left upon our minds an impres<ion
{ different from that which he has received from other
|und probably less authentic accounts of the same
investigation, we huve taken the trouble to translate,
from the official publication of the sittings of the
 Aendemie des Seiences’ at Paris, for the first half
of the year 18486, the entire report of the Commis-
sion, of which M. ArAGO was President, by which,
under direction of the Academy, the case was ox-
amined. That report runs us followeth :

[svBMITTED ON THE UrH oF MARCH 1546.]

Declaration of the Commission named on the occa-
sion of two communications made (o the Aeademy concerning
the extraordinary faculties attriluted to a young girl, Axae-
Lique CorriN. .

[Commissioners : Messrs. Amraco, Becquerey, Ismone,

Geovrroy-Samvr-HiLLame, B.;anmm.‘nnxu. Pariser,]
“In its sitting of the 16th of last February, thet(c‘:-

demy received from M. Coorer and Dr. Taxcuov two

notes relative to extraordinary faculties which, it whs

| snid, had developed themselves for about a month in a

young girl of the Department of 1"Orne, Angeligue Cottin,

aged 14 years. The Academy, conformably to its usage,
| charged s Commission to examine into the facts announc-

|

This case occurred in the od, and to report to it au account of the results. We
year 1834 in the town Bf Woodbridge, New Jersey, and | shall, in & very few words, acquit curselves of this duty.

nat o eonntry in Europe where the umme and character
of an Amerloau citizen is not a direct passport to every
good office that a stranger can desire, and nowhere more
than in England.”

original to the eighth edition—four large octavos. The
English translation, lately issued in London, appears to
be quite successful. The History of the Protestant Re-
fugees of France, from the epoch of the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes down to the present time, will ap-
pear on the 15th of next month in two handsome octayos.
The Life and Writings of William Paterson, of Dum-
frieshire, Founder of the Bank of Eugland and of the
colony of Darien, in three volumes oetavo, are announced
in London. The topics of the third of the twenty-six
chapters are his residence in America and his marringe
at Boston ; and of the tenth, the foundation, eonstitution,
and ruin of the Darien colony. The merit of having first
planned the Sinkinﬁ Fund is claimed for Paterson. Alto-
gether, his biography, projects, and performances cannot
fuil to possess considerable value and attraction. He was
the Sir Andrew Freeport of the Spectator. Queen Vic-
tovia has made o baronet of her eminent physicinn, Dr,
H. Holland. He may be thought to have earned the dig-
nity by his volume alone—his chapter on Mental Physi-
ology. No writer treats the mixed metaphysical and
thaiolcgieul problems with more discernment, or more
ucidly in conception, diction, and methoill. The eleven
chapters are replete with profound, curious, and useful
observation and recsoning,

As it would seem that certain folks in the United States
are disposed to a rupture with Great Britain, they may
find the casus belli in the term in which some of the chief
London journals have ventured to speak with reference to
the debate at Washington. Thus, a short time ago, the
Morning Chronicle censured * the volun it us hahble of
Congress.” The Daily News, not long since, held this
language : ** More nonsense is spoken in the American
Congress in u week than escapes from crafty despotic Go-
veroments in years.” And the Times last week was
equally outrageous: * An honorable exception will be
found here and there in the enormous territory of the
Union, but, generally, the American newspapers are con-
temptible, void of literary talent and acquirement, valgar
in sentiment, and meagre in the intelligence.”

A full translation of Kossuth's long letter of the 234
instant, on the grievance of the official espionage and
sugpicions which he suffers in London, has appeared in
some of the Paris papers. He lives in daily terror of a
search-warrant. The London Times is likewise kLis ter-
ror ; for it persists in its denunciations, and treats his
denials with disdainful ineredulity. The Hungarian hero
owes gratitude to England as an asylum, but has little
other reason for acknowledgment. In the United States
he collected a good round sum, but from the British, to
whom he paid his first devoirs and homage, all he has ob-
tained, in the end, is simply a splendidly-bound copy of
Bhakspeare, with his arms and erest on each volume, and
4 suitable book-case, from the subscription of the work-
ingmen. Mrs, Btowe is vastly move fortunste. In the
House of Commons on the 22d instaot the hill for regu-
lating licenses for public houses'in Scotland occasioned o
discussion, with awful statemeuts. That country was

**We had been assured that Mdlle. Cottin exercised an | emphatically called a ** drunken” one, its statistics of po-
| action repulsive, and very intense, upon bodies of every | tation and intoxication being matchless. The Lord Ad-

nature, at the moment when any part whatever of her
clothes came in contact with them. They spoke even of |
candle-stands being overturned by the assistance of the
| simple contact of the thread of silk.

“ No perceptible effect of this sort manifested itself |
before the Commission. ]

“In the relations communieated to the Academy, there
was question of a magnetic needle, which, under the in-
fluence of the nrm of the young girl, made at first rapid
oscillations, and fixed itelf finally at sufficient distance
from the magnetic meridian.

“ Under the eyes of the Commission such & needle, de-
licately suspended, did not experience, in the same cir-
cumstances, any displacement, either permanesnt or mo-
mentary.

M. Taxcmov thought that Mdile. Cottin bhad the
faculty of distinguishing the north pole of maguet from
the south pole, in touching simply these two poles with
her .

“ The Commission assured itself, by experiments va-
ried and numerous, that the young girl did not possess
l.h:tgrumded facuity that had been attributed to her, of
di Tgﬂ.‘lh‘iﬁ‘ by the touch the poles of the magnet.

“ The Commission will not push any farther the enn-
meration of its abortive attempta. It will content itself
with declaring, in conclusion, that the omly fact an-
nounced which was reslized before it, was that of abrupt
and violent movements experienced by chairs, upon which
the young girl seated herself. Serious suspicions haring
arisen the manner in which these movements were
Mmha Commission decided that it would submit
them to an attentive examination. It snnouneed, with-
out ciremmlocution, that its researohes would tend to dis-
cover the part which certain manwuvres, able and con-
cealed, of the feet or the hands, might have had in the
fact observed. From the moment of this declaration it
was declared to us that theym‘? girl had lost her attrae-
tive and repulsive faculties, and that we should be in-
formed as soon as they reappeared.

“Many duys have passed since that time, and the
Commission hns received no information on this head.
We have learnt, in the mean time, that Mdile. Angelique
Cottin is daily conducted into saloons in which she re-
peats her experiments.

“ After having weighed all these circumstances, the
Commission i« of opinion that the communications trans-
mitted to the Academy on the subject of Mdlle. Ange-
lique Cottin ought to be considered as not having hap-

pened.”

FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,
Gexruesny : As much has been said about the rate at
which the locomotive was running at Norwalk, and as

the public, I send you the following, taken from Darrow's |
Tour on the Continent:

ever, happened nearly two years ago to an engine car-
riage, with & age wagon after it, belonging to King
Leopold. Returning from Ostend, where his Majesty had
embarked for EI!‘LINL the train bad to pass over one of
the flat bridges which draw to the sides of the eanal to let
barges pass.  The man nt the bridge, not being aware of
the sudden return and speed of the train, had not closed
the bridge, and vhe consequence was that the engins few
fairly scross the eanal, which I believe was nearly thirty
feet wide, without further mischief than dragging the hag-
gage wagon into the canal and dsmagin &le top of the
wail ot the opposite side. Several Englfuh gentlemen on
hearing of the accident went from Brussels to verify the
fact, which had not obtained general belisf, though the
foroe and veloeity of the engine might have been supposed
amply sufficient to overcome its tendency to gravitate on
passing over so small a space,"

It will thus be seen that this engine passed a epace of
thirty feet without falling the smallest particle, and was
probably running at its greatest velocity, perhaps fifty to
sixty miles the hour; and this perhaps is the only in-
stance ever known where a locomotive has taken snch a
lesp successfully.

Yours, respectfully,

ALFRED HUNTER.

vocate proclaimed that the evil against which the bill was
directed was * the national sin of Scotland, a sin which
overshadowed all other sociul evils of the country,” Mr.
Hume said that he would readily vote for the introduc-
tion of the Maine liquor law, which excited * great laugh-
ter.” Mr. Henry Drummond affirmed that every Satur.
day night thirty thowsend men got drunk in Glasgow, and
lay in s perfect state of insensibility until Monday
maorning.

It is stated that a new joint negotiation is to be opened
b[‘: three or four European Powers with Denmark for the
abolition of the sound dues—on the payment of a moder-
ate sum, once for all, as an equivalent. This concern he-
longs also to the United States,

The project of the French Transatlautic Steam lines is
postponed, and the Moniteur has assigned the motives in
detail. If ¥t were pursyed now, the immense cost would
prevent the equilibrium, so fondly cherished, of the bud-
get of 1854, and such sn improvement in steam-naviga-
tion as the Ericeson should be awaited.

“Recent discoveries, which still require the, sanetion of
experience, but which merit reriour examivstivn, show the
possibility of reducing very materially the consumption of
fuel and the room cecopied by the engines, thas leaving a
larger space free for passengers and merchandise. If this h.aze
be redlized, it will change in & very advantageous manner the
conditions of steam-navigation.”

Severnl new French works of value and interest are an-
nounced. The principal are these: A Memoir to Nupole-
on 3d on a Scheme of Colonization by the Cotton Compa-
ny of Algeris. A View of the Five States of Central
America, by Vietor Herran, Chargé d’Affairs in Paris of
the Republic of Costa Riea. A course of Cosmography
and the Elements of Astronomy, adapted to the new
gramimne of instruction in the Lycenms and of admission
to the special schools, by Charles Briot, Professor of
cinl Mathemncties in the College St. Lonis, &e., &n.!ﬁ:
bliographical Bulletin of the Learned Societics of the De-
partments of France, published with the co-operation of
the Scientifie Oongresses. A Methodioal Dictionary of
French Architecture, from the eleventh to the sixteenth
ceutury, inclusive, by Violet-Le-Duc, Government Archi-
tect and Inspector General of Diocesan Edifices : two Inrge
octavos—four hundred articles—three hundred engravings
interspersed. French Contemporary Literature by Bour.
quelot and Maury. Elementary Course of Astronomy,
by Delaunay, with copper-plate engravings, and.figurcs
with the text. Zoclogical Photography, or Hepresenta-
tion of the rare animals in the Museum of Natural Histo-
ry of the Garden of Plants; by L. Renssesu, adjunct
naturalist at the museum, and A. Deveria, painter and
ndjunct conservatorin the Imperial Library ; sixty plates—
price of the whole ninety francs, six small folios. The
works of Count P. L. Raderer, PPeer of France, Mem-
her of the Institute, &c., published by his son, Baron
A. M. Reederer, formerly a Peer—from the manuscripts

every fact that may tend to elicit it will be of benefit to | of the author, including his own corrections of imperfect
| editions of some of his writings; two large octavos.

Various works are just issned, by suthority of the De-

| partment of War, in the science and art or practice of the

“1did not hear of any accident having occurred on the | Artillery-Arm.
railronds of Belgium. A remarkable circumstance, how- | gincers and Professor of the Military Art in the great
school of Bt. Cyr, has put forth a very handsome large oc-

Barre Dupareq, a superior officer of En-

tavo, entitled Military Portraits, Historieal and Strate-
gical Sketches. His subjects are chiefly French Comman-
ders, but bis book comprises a number of foreign, with an
investigation of their merits and of the progress which
military art owes to them—Gustavus Adolphus, Freder-
ick, Wellington. General Baron de Jomini's Treatise, in
three volumes, of the Great Military Operations, has pass-
ol to a fourth edition, with the Analytical Table of the
Principal Combinations of War. There is n second edi.
tion of the admirable volume of General Danmas, on the
Horses of the Sahara—the Arahbreed and training gener-
ally—and it is enriched with many curious and able com-
munioations from Abd-el-Kader., The works of Rem-
brandt and of the French painter Baron F. Girardare is-
sued, splendidly, in photographieal ecoples, in foljo, at a

high E;ict.

In London the press has enriched the world with Pro-
fessor Faraday’s Six Lectures, delivered last spring and
summer, on the non-metallic elements. They form an
octavo, with & valuable appendix of remarks, &o. by an
eminent chemist. Om the 20th of April & compréhensive
lecture on the progrese and present state of Afrioan Di
covery was read hefore the Royal Geographical Mu}:
by Dr. Bhaw, its Secretary. Nothiog of the kind could

Michaud's History of the Crusades has passed in the|Y

The hydr of the Admiralty,

designates of the
u;?m“w s

7 e Mo

large disgrams
the L Maury, '
Avsoy ' e mege o bt

Statex Novy.
maps of Australia, and Capt. Noore's
Great Cirele Sailing Indicators, were also ted

In o leeture before the Asiatic Bociety on *“some Chi-
nese Insoriptions on porcelain bottles found in uneient
#, foar

tombs" there are curious poetical legend
mﬂm :llllineﬂlr legible, of the 8th and the 11tk

centuries, and which illustrate the two sehools of Chine e
poetry.™ At the same meeting o letter was read from
Ceolonel Bawlinson, dated 15th F ry, 1863, in Bag-
dad, in which he nanounces & curious , that the
northern Arabs shout the head of the Ked Sea were re-
ally governed by Queens, and thet Solomon's Queen of
Sheba came doubtless from this quarter, about the Gulf
of Akaba, and not from the southern extremity of the
Peninsula. On the 24th ultimo, st the Royal Institution,
Dr. Connolly read a discourse, founded in personal expe-
rience and extensive inquiry, on the Past and Present
Condition of the Insane and the characters of Insanity—a
subjeet of much consequence to all civilized humanity.
Among the papers communicated on the 2Tth to
Geographical Boeiety I #nd these: *Notes on nn oxour-
sion to the supposed tomb of Esekiel, and the neighbor,
hood of the Suered Cities of Majif and Kerbelah, through
the marshes west of the Euphrates,” by Thomas Kerr
Lynch, communicated by Col. Raubenson, C. B., F. R. 0.
8.; “The progress of the Texan Boundary Commisgion,"”
hy M. Bartlett, communicnted by Dr. Latham. The Lee~
tures of Dr. Lyon Playfair, on the Dependance of Industry
on Science, teem with knowledge and faets exceedingly
useful to the industrial classes, 3
You canuot overlook the aunual distribution of prizes
of the British Art Union, which took place on the 26th
of April. This dmtxmwmm n::. 80 h:
vantageously nnd so | L)
number :l.l:nhm'lhm &-UM States. A h

and forty-nine sul tiens had been transmitted to i
from the gold-diggers in Australin, The Council's re-
port: says: *The subscriptions in this the seventeenth
ear of the society’s operations amount to the sum of
£13,348 13s., and they esn state with certainty that the
total would have been much larger if the principal en-
S bioiad st s e Srogt e i et Sk
comp at the time 80

have been issued when the subsciptions were received.
It is lmu‘:ftfodhle now to find persons Ihoﬂ&w
quainted the objects and L of the Art-
Union, so extensive have been its IHMT ts and
issues ; but many are ignorant of the extent
rations, and would be nuzrlnd to hear that, through
its di

of pictures; the Council above £40,000 on these and
other works of art. For pictures purchased
al Academy nlone more than £34,000 have been paid.
Engravers have received from the society £18,000.”
Professor Crensy's Fifteen Decisive Battles of the
World has passed to a fourth and not s cheap edition in
London. The conception of the subject was happy, but,
perhaps, not so real or exact; more battles, in the sense
of the title—of which the scope is open to controversy—
might _l:;tnnnd in histo uhfnm bisearliest dut;l . He be-
ns with Marathon, whick adequntely related
ﬁ: Bishop Thirlwall’s Gu‘ecc.hm travellers confirm
the statement that to this day the of Marathon i=
believed to be haunted, as in the time of Paussnias,
with spectral warriors, mdmw are alarmed in
4.0y,

the night by their shouts of their
steeds. This battle excites in me now more lively sen-
sations than any other in ‘annals, and the Athe-
nians might well deem it to the'lstest period the most

brilliant of their martial achievements. Yet the hero of
prison at Athens.—Journal of Commerce.

e ——

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

New Yorg, May 19, 1853,
In my letter of last evening 1 wrote, under a false im-
pression, that the Sardinian frigate, which had lately ar-
rived, und which I heard saluted by the forts, is the bear-
er of contributions for the Crystal Palace. I heg your
pardon ; I was in error; she is a8 refugee ship.
I perfectly remember when, under Gen. Jackson's Ad-
ministration, two Austrian frigates entered the port of
New York, bearers of political convicts. They were not
received with all the honors; and it was distinetly inti-
mated by that Administration (which you did not exactly
approve, bat which had at least the merit of being a
strong one) to foreign Governments that it was not fo¥
them to send their criminals or paupers to our shores.
The question, it seemed to the then President, was not
whether you regard them as criminals and convicts, whe
receive them, but whether the Government so deporting
them o regards them.

No Government has the right to deport her refugees
or convicts or paupers to America. If they come of their
own account it ie awtre chose. 1 know that thereis o
stringent law, with n severe pemalty attached, against
ships or captains which import paupers, whether refn-
gees or not.

America chose to receive the Irish refugees as visiters
and guests; whether properly or not, it is not for me to
say. If; instead of seading her convicts, whom you now
receive as guests, to Australia, England had transported
them to America, should you have received them ¥

You have allowed Bardinia to deport ker criminals—ob-
serve, 1 do not say criminals, but criminals under her show-
tng—hither, and the consequence is an extremely prob-
able case of trouble with Sardinis. The friends of these
exiles—Italian Red Republicans doubtless—whose motto
is, (a8 [ saw it on the banner presented by Avizzana to
Kossuth, ) * No por la liberta, &i no per'l singue d¢'i tyranni,™
(the foreign refugees, living on your bounty, who don't
want liberty unless they can get liberty through blood,)
will not allow the officers or crews of the frigate of Sar-
dinia, a friendly nation, to land here, without injury and
insults ; while the foreign societies, and the corporation
of New York, are receiving or prepared to receive the ex-
iles with all the honors.

At present the [talian refugees, and their abettors, are
doing this thing; in a few days, or weeks,"the ‘¢ Leander”
will be lying in the port of New York as a friendly ship
and a national guest; and other refugees, and thelr abet-
tors, may insult her officers and seduce her seamen to
desert ; and it will be found necessary to keep gusrd
boats rowing around her with marines to prevent, not the
desertion, but the abstraction of her seamen. I think this
is o shocking state of things. Yours.

The suit of the heirs of Gen. Laraverre against the
Countess pe PoxraLsa and others was decided in the
United States District Court on the 13th instant, and pre-
sents some features of interest. The character of the
onse is as follows :
Congress on the 3d of March, 1803, authorized the Sec-
retary of War to issue land warrants to Gen. Lafayette
for 11,620 acres, to be located in acoordance withy the aot-
for regulating ts of lands s riated for military
services. On the 27th of Hmhm. Congress sutho-
rized Gen. Lafayette te looate the abovementioned gramt
of land in the Territory of Orleans, on any land belonging
to the United States, the ground to be ed by the
Enrty claiming it. In the year 1807 the agent of General
afayette looated a third part of one of hiz warrants near

the city of New Orleans, on the vacant ground be-
yond the line of the six hundred yards, then In
doned by Congress to the city corporation. The losation

was perfected in 1825, A portion of this tract was marked
as vacant, and a portion marked as olsimed, though em-
braced within the limits of the location. The olaims of
Madam Pontalba and others are derived from n series of
conveyances extending back to the period of the French
dominion in Louisiana. These claims were confirmed by
the Land Congmissioners. The Court decided that the
confirmation of the Land Commissioners settled the

tion of own®rehip agninst the United States and all pare
ties claiming under the Federal Government. Judgment
was therefore given for the defendants,

Svporx Rise ox Lagke Micmiaay.—The Tri-
bune of the 17th instant says that at noon the pre-
vious there was a sudden and very evident change in the
atmosphere, which brought an overcoat into immediate
requisition. About the same time an extraordinary rise
wns observed in the Lake. There was no great amount
of wind at the time, and the lake was as oalm ns usual,
It bep:i hml:.:l' to swell and flow like an
ocean tide, eac e ocou hﬂy or tw

minutes; Mthol-hemmﬂm hoahlrhz
point than before, till the water was m three feet
above the ordinary mark. Then followed, outside, & very
heavy swell, and there was the

a that
northern part of the lake had been visited with & tromen-.
dous Lurricane.

it, Miltiades, like Phidias, the inspired sculptor, died in .




